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• Having a set Order of Construction is a huge advantage.  It’ll serve as a virtual 
recipe that you can follow, knowing you’ve done your deep thinking in advance. 

 
• Keep in mind that even though you’ve written a complete list in the best order you 

could think of, there are times where you discover that doing something else first 
has more of a benefit, or you’re not ready for the next step.  So, where possible, 
make a note to yourself like:  
 

(This could be done before the outlet boxes are installed) 
 
(This could wait until later) 

 
• You can make this extremely detailed, or just list the major things to serve as a 

reminder and take it from there on the fly.  So by writing “Install Floor Sweep”, you 
could just take that and follow your plan and do all the little things required without 
having to write out each step. 

 
• Once you’ve written your tasks and projects in order, take a second look at it and 

see if you can push the “High ROI” tasks up front.  ROI stands for “Return on 
Investment”.  For me, installing radiant barriers in my roof has a huge benefit for 
me this summer, so I pushed that up front, rather than working on the wall 
insulation.  The wall insulation will benefit me during the winter months, but not as 
much right now.  My roof sheathing temperature gets well over 120 deg. F, whereas 
my walls get to maybe 90 deg.  If you need to build a temporary workbench to keep 
your business running, do that first to keep things functional, but then get back on 
track to your dream shop. 

 
• Here is my Order of Construction that I’m currently using.  I use a green felt-tip 

marker to check off the items as they’re done so I know where I left off. 
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